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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1, 4, 12, and 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
in claim 1, line 3, substitute "and/or" with —or--; 

in claim 1, line 13, substitute "those" with -the--; 

in claim 4, line 3, substitute "and/or" with --or--; 

in claim 12, line 4, substitute "and/or" with --or--; 

in claim 17, line 10, substitute "introducig" with —introducing--; and 

in claim 17, line 18, substitute "it" with --the identifiers--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Regarding claims 7, 8, and 14-16, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "or the 
like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

4. Regarding claims 7, 8, and 13-15, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Appropriate correction or clarification is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Becker et al. 
(US 4,765,656) (hereinafter referred to as 'Becker'). 

Becker (as cited by the applicant) teaches 
regarding claim 1, 

a data carrier (identification card 1) into which, by a laser beam (laser beam 9), identifiers 
(user related data 2, 3) are introduced in the form of patterns, letters, numbers or images that are 
visible due to local changes in the optical properties of the data carrier, effected by the laser 
beam and resulting from material transformations, characterized in that: 

the data carrier comprises a laser-sensitive recording layer (core layer 6) that is 
transparent in the visible spectral range and that is provided with a surface relief in the form of a 
lens grid (lenses 15), such that the identifiers are introduced with the laser beam from different 
directions through the lens grid into the recording layer and are perceptible when viewed from 
those same directions, and in that the data carrier is transparent at least in the area of the 
introduced identifiers (col. 7, lines 25-36); 

the data carrier according to claim 1, characterized in that the changes in the optical 
properties of the data carrier are visible in transmitted light; 
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the data carrier according to claim 1 , characterized in that the changes in the optical 
properties of the data carrier are visible in reflected light; 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the lens grid comprises 
cylindrical lenses or spherical lenses (col. 6, lines 45-47); 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the recording layer is formed by 
a non-self-supporting layer of a thickness of about 1 micrometers to about 800 micrometers (fig. 
2a and col. 7, lines 21-24); 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the recording layer is disposed 
in the interior of the data carrier; 

the data carrier according to claim 1, characterized in that the identifiers comprise 
personal data, including a signature, a birth date, or a portrait (fig. 1); 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the identifiers comprise data 
relating to the data carrier, including a validity period, a card number, or information about the 
issuing authority or institute (fig. 1); 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the identifiers are present in 
screened form, the grid elements preferably being formed by rod-shaped pixels (col. 3, lines 58- 
68); 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the identifiers that are 
perceptible from different directions are present nested within each other in the recording layer; 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the data carrier exhibits an at 
least partially transparent main body, in or on which the recording layer and the lens grip are 
disposed (col. 5, lines 58-64); 
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the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the data carrier exhibits, in 
addition to the identifiers, black-and-white or colored impressions or further laser inscriptions 
(fig. 8); 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the data carrier is provided with 
one or more further security features, especially with luminescent, magnetic or electrical 
substances, or with optically variable structures, such as holographic structures (fig. 8); 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the data carrier constitutes a 
value document, including a banknote or an identification card (fig. 1); 

the data carrier according to claim 1 characterized in that the data carrier constitutes a 
security element for application to a value document, including a banknote or an identification 
card (fig. 1); and 

a value document, such as a banknote, identification card or the like, having a value 
document substrate having a window area or hole that is covered on one side or on both sides 
with a security element according to claim 15. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Drinkwater et al. (US 5,712,731) teach a security device for security documents such as 
bank notes and credit cards. 

Labrec et al. (US 6,817,530) teach multiple image security features for identification 
documents and methods for making the same. 
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Bravenec et al. (US 6,073,854) teach a telephone card or the like using lenticular lens 
material. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMARA A. FRANKLIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2389. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jamara A. Franklin/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2876 

August 1,2009 
JAF 
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